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Snow Removal 
 
Who is responsible for shoveling city sidewalks? 
It is the property owner's responsibility to keep city sidewalks adjacent to their 
property free and clear of snow and ice, even though the sidewalks may be behind 
or outside the rear and side fences and adjacent to streets.  In The Conservatory, 
please reference the responsibility areas for snow removal from the Metro District 
on their map.  The HOA is only responsible for snow removal at the clubhouse. 
 
When must the snow and ice be removed from sidewalks? 
Snow and ice must be removed within 24 hours after a snowfall ends, and 48 
hours after a snow emergency is declared by the city. Visit this city of Aurora Mu-
nicipal Code web page for the complete ordinance text.  
 
How may someone report a complaint about a property that has not shoveled? 
Contact Access Aurora at 303.739.7000 or file the complaint online. Please wait 24 
hours from the last snowfall before reporting a violation.  
For more information: https://www.auroragov.org/cms/One.aspx?
portalId=1881221&pageId=2036713  
 

Winter Watering 

Quick Facts… 

• Water trees, shrubs, lawns, and perennials during prolonged dry fall 
and winter periods to prevent root damage that affects the health of the 
entire plant. 

• Water only when air and soil temperatures are above 40 degrees F 
with no snow cover. 

• Established large trees have a root spread equal to or greater than the 
height of the tree. Apply water to the most critical part of the root zone 
within the dripline. 

Dry air, low precipitation, little soil moisture, and fluctuating temperatures 
are characteristics of fall and winter in many areas of Colorado. Often there 
is little or no snow cover to provide soil moisture from October through 
March. Trees, shrubs, perennials and lawns under these conditions may be 
damaged if they do not receive supplemental water. 

The result of long, dry periods during fall and winter is injury or death to 
parts of plant root systems. Affected plants may appear perfectly normal 
and resume growth in the spring using stored food energy. Plants may be 
weakened and all or parts may die in late spring or summer when tempera-
tures rise. Weakened plants also may be subject to insect and disease 
problems. For full article: https://extension.colostate.edu/topic-areas/yard-
garden/fall-and-winter-watering-7-211/  

 

Helpful numbers 

 

Waste Connections 

303-288-2100 

 

Parks and Recreation 

303-739-7160 

 

Xcel Energy 

Street Light Outages 

800-895-4999 

https://www.xcelenergy.com/

outages_and_emergencies/

outdoor_lighting_outages  

 

A lot of information related to 

the HOA can be found on the 

association’s website including 

important forms: 

 

www.conservatoryhoa.com 

 

 



 

“Who made the decision to keep it all up until after the stock show, and when,” she asked 
Colorado Wonders. Bell has lived in the same Westminster house since 1958. She can’t 
quite remember how she and her husband learned about the holiday tradition, but they’ve 
kept with it all these years. In fact, you’ll have to go farther back than her family’s arrival to 
get the story.  

A 1955 article in the Steamboat Pilot noted that the stock show tradition started 12 years 

earlier — 1943. The article stated city leaders wanted to keep the lights up to welcome the 

tens of thousands of people who flocked to the stock show. It describes shuttle buses that 

brought stock show visitors to see the “thrilling” lights and, probably just as important, “other 

Denver attractions.” The Pilot article noted the city changed the music playing through loud-

speakers from Christmas carols to country western. Stock show officials even encouraged 

visitors to attend matinee events so they could take the tour of the lights in the evening. 

There’s no official place to learn about this tradition, except media coverage every few 

years. Yet, Convery thinks there’s enough history and word-of-mouth to keep it alive. 

Convery astutely points out that “native Denverites are really protective of their traditions.” 

“As long as we have people being born and raised in Denver who enjoy the holidays with 
their families and who keep those lights burning into the end of January,” he said. “We’re 
always going to have people who honor that and remember our cowtown past.”  

You can do your part, too. When your Christmas lights go up is up to you. Denver won’t 

judge you if you are a day after Thanksgiving or Dec. 1 person. It only matters when your 

lights come down — keep ‘em lit through the end of the National Western Stock Show. 

For the full article, please visit: https://www.cpr.org/2019/01/14/attention-new-denverites-keep-your-christmas-lights-on-

till-stock-shows-done/  

“Who had the bright idea to keep the lights up through the stock show?.” 

Ninety-year-old Kay Bell of Westminster is worried about some of her neighbors. They’ve 

done something that flies in the face of Denver tradition. 

They took down their Christmas lights. 

“It just suddenly dawned on me that the people who are new in the area are taking their lights 

down and the people who have lived here a long time are keeping theirs up until after the 

stock show,” Bell said. 

 

The National Western Stock Show is a Denver institution, one that has endured since 1906. 

For 16 days in the middle of every January, it’s the epicenter of a celebration of the western 

lifestyle. 

 

Anywhere else in the country, your nosey neighbors wouldn’t bat an eye if you broke out a 

ladder and started to pull strings of festive lights down after New Year’s. Not in these parts 

though. Long timers like Bell know that’s not how the Denver metro does things. Those lights 

stay up until they close the stock show. As with any good tradition though, she doesn’t know 

how it all started. 
 

 



 

WHO DECIDES WHAT –  BOARD OR OWNERS?  
As the saying goes, “you cannot please 100% of the people 100% of the time”. This cannot be tru-
er when it comes to common interest community living. In a perfect world, homeowners would elect 
the board and allow it to govern in accordance with the law and the community’s governing docu-
ments. 
In the real world, however, there is oftentimes confusion on the authority of a board to govern and 
what that actually means. Sometimes boards make decisions that owners oppose, or flat-out con-
test because owners either don’t agree with the decision, or do not believe the board had authority 
to make the decision without their input and/or approval. Regardless of the reasons, these types of 
disagreements are often the start of a vicious cycle that spirals out of control and leads to toxic 
environments of finger-pointing, back-stabbing, and general political unrest in a community. 
Pursuant to certain Colorado statutes, including the Colorado Revised Nonprofit Corporation Act 
and CCIOA, HOA boards are endowed with many powers and authorities that exist even if they are 
not specifically referenced in the associations’ governing documents. On the other hand, these 
same statutes also set forth powers and authorities delegated to the homeowners. 
In addition to the statutory provisions empowering both boards and owners, each community has 
its own set of governing documents that may create additional powers for either the associations or 
their owners. 
Most often, boards are empowered to take the following actions: 

• Enter into contracts on behalf of the association with various vendors—this includes service 
contracts, construction contracts, professional contracts (such as accounting, insurance, and legal 
services), and other contracts pertaining to services or work to be performed for the association; 

• Control and govern maintenance of common areas—this includes the unilateral right to decide 
on how the common areas will be maintained, when they will be maintained, and by whom; 

• Initiate legal action on behalf of the association; 

• Enter into management agreements with management companies of their choice; 

• Acquire insurance for the benefit of the community, including property and liability policies, as 
well as directors’ and officers’ liability policies; 

• Elect officers—typically includes the president, vice-president, secretary, and treasurer; 

• Enforce covenants and rules, including imposition of fines and initiation of legal action in ac-
cordance with its covenant enforcement policy; 

• Adopt budgets (that later get presented to owners for ratification); 

• Collect delinquent assessments and impose late fees in accordance with the association’s col-
lection policy; 

• Adopt rules and regulations governing use of common areas and 
sometimes units (as long as they do not contradict any provisions in 
the governing documents); 

• Grant easements and licenses over common area; and 
Create and disband committees and appoint committee members; 
When it comes to powers of the owners, such powers typically include 
the following: 

• Election of directors; 

• Removal of directors; 

• Approval of amendments to governing documents—specifics typi-
cally found in governing documents; 

• Approval/ratification of special assessments—specifics found in governing documents; 

• Approval/ratification of budgets—specifics found in governing documents; and 
Approval of the sale/transfer of common areas—specifics found in governing documents; 
If you are unsure whether your board or the homeowners have authority concerning a particular 
action/decision, consult with the association’s legal counsel for a definitive answer. 

Elina Gilbert 



 

 

Social Committee On-Going Events 
 

Tuesday Morning Coffee Klatch  - 9:30 

Wednesday Sit n Stitch   -  10:30-noon 

 
Ladies Night Out Bunco – 3

rd
 Thursday @ 7 PM – 

Bring $5 for the prize pot and a beverage or an  
appetizer/dessert to share. 
 
“No Pressure” Book Club – 2

nd
 Tuesday @ 11 AM  

Feb. 11 The Boy by Tami Hoag 
Mar. 10 Nine Perfect Strangers by Liane Moriarty 

  

IT’S CHILI COOK-OFF TIME! 

Pull out your favorite chili recipe and join your neigh-

bors on 3/7/2020 at 6 PM at the Conservatory Commu-

nity Center for a fun evening at the 3rd annual Con-

servatory Chili Cook-off.  1st, 2nd, and 3rd prizes will be 

awarded based on confidential voting.  If you want to 

join in the fun, but don’t want to compete, feel free to 

bring a dessert or side dish of your preference.  Please 

be aware that there may be alcohol at this event and 

therefore it is restricted to those 21 and over only. We 

will provide water and coffee.  Please feel free to bring 

your own favorite beverage.  
 

LET’S GO TO THE THEATER 

Stars will collide when the true story of the 

lifelong friendship between Albert Einstein 

and Marian Anderson in this musically re-

imagined world premier.  The Conservatory 

Social Committee is planning a Sunday after-

noon outing to the Aurora Fox theater at 2 

PM on March 1 to see SECRETS OF THE UNI-

VERSE and other songs at the Aurora Fox 

Theater.  Ticket prices are $27 per ticket.  

Please contact Sheila Mozer at  720-870-

0509 if you would like to attend. 



The HOA Social Committee will again be offering a weight loss support group 

to get ready for summer, right here in our Conservatory Community Cen-

ter.  This class is a 10 week commitment and we will 

be using the Anschutz Health Center nutritionist 

notebook to guide us.  You will do weigh-ins at 

home, and any information that you share will be 

confidential.  Weight loss is easier and more fun 

when you have a support group in your corner!  All 

adults – male, female, couples – are encouraged to 

join us.  Our groups in the past have been very suc-

cessful for those that stuck it out!! 

We will be meeting on Tuesday evenings, 7:00 pm, 

from February 25th – May 12th. Note, we have 

built in a couple of extra weeks in case we have 

scheduling issues. 

Crime Statistics District 3 Area 22 

LET'S GET THE WEIGHT OFF BEFORE THE SUMMER! 

Bridge players & those interested in learning to 

play:  The Social Committee would like to hear 

from you if you’re interested in playing once a 

week at the Community Center.  We’d like it to 

be a relaxed, fun group for party bridge.  Please 

reply to : 

sfisher.conservatoryhoasocial@gmail.com with 

your preference of morning, afternoon, or 

evening.  



Cylinda Walker CMCA, AMS, PCAM, GRI 

Association Business Manager 

Westwind Management Group LLC 

303-369-1800 X130 

cylinda@westwindmanagement.com 

 

For account inquiries: 

Pauline Rivera 

303-369-1800 X126 

pauline@westwindmanagement.com 

vms.westwindmanagement.com (owner portal) 

 

Conservatory Metro District 

303-987-0835 

www.yourcmd.org 

 

 

Conservatory Contact Information  2020 Board of Directors 
Dave Altman - President 
Helen Hardin - VP 
Bill Fisher—Treasurer 
Bob Hunchberger—Secretary 
Tim Siml—Director 
Dean Harris—Director 

 
Design Review Committee 
Therese Sullivan - co-chair 
Dave Sunstrom -  co-chair 

 
Operations Committee 
Jim Hardin 

 
Communications Committee 
Helen Hardin 
Bob Hunchberger 
Niya Simmons 
Sharon Fisher 
 

Social Committee 
Sharon Fisher 
Patty Maetas 

 
If you have ever been curious about what compliance items are noted on community 
inspections, below is a graph showing the covenant violations not remedied over the 
past year. 


